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SUMMARY

Godlevskaya E.V., Kondratenko A.V. 2004. Death of bats in window-traps. – Plecotus et 

al. 7: 73-75. 

Two recent incidents of mass death of bats in double-frame windows in Ukraine are 

described. The animals had penetrated into narrow (6-8 cm) space between the window-
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frames through a break in the outer glass and seemed not be able to leave this space again. 

In August 2001, at least 72 Nyctalus noctula  1 Eptesicus serotinus were found dead in 

such a window-trap in Kiev. In December 2002, remains of 29 Pipistrellus kuhlii, 2 P. pipi-

strellus, 1 P. nathusii and 6 E. serotinus were discovered in the same situation in Lugansk 

Region. We attribute the both window-traps to transient roosts, inhabited by bats during 

their seasonal movements. Records of dead bats in windows are not rare in Ukraine. We 

know the only report about successful hibernation of bats between window-frames 

(Abelentsev 1950). 

Numerous potential window-traps, existing in any town, may present a serious threat 

to population of bats, especially during their seasonal movements. 
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